The Bear Necessities

Polar Bears

Vital Statistics

[image: image1.png]


The polar bear joins the grizzly or brown bear as being one of the largest members of the bear family. However, within the population of polar bears, there is a wide range of size. The average height of an adult polar bear is about 3 ½ feet when on all fours and they are about 8 ¼ to 11 ½ feet long. Female bears weigh in at about 660 pounds while their male counterparts weigh between 1100 and 1320 pounds. They can get even larger than that. There is a record of a male polar bear weighing over 2200 pounds. Polar bears live to be 25 years old and sometimes even older. 
Physical Characteristics

The polar bear has a very muscular and compact body. Their neck muscles are very developed to help them keep their heads above the water. Relative to their body, they have very small heads. Their ears and tail are covered in fur and are very short to prevent them from freezing. 
Polar bears have very large forepaws with diameters of about 12 inches. These paws have some webbing enabling them to move very quickly in the water. Their hind feet are a little smaller and are covered with fur to help them move quickly on the ice. The polar bear’s forelegs are very powerful allowing them to break through seal dens or flip a large seal out of the water. They can still run at about 25 miles per hour in short bursts when necessary. The polar bear is a carnivore and has developed a large stomach with a capacity of over 150 pounds. 
Giant Pandas
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Vital Statistics

Giant pandas are large bears having a length of between 5 ¼ and 6 feet. Males weigh between 176 and 276 pounds while the females typically weigh between 140 and 220 pounds. In the wild, the life expectancy of a giant panda is thought to be 25 years or more because they have few natural enemies. 

Physical Characteristics

Pandas have very heavy bodies with massive heads. They have short tails and rounded ears. They move in a very slow deliberate manner as a sedentary bear. If they are startled, they will trot at a slow pace to escape danger. The jaws of the panda are very muscular and the molars are very large. This combination allows them to crush plant material, even tough stalks. Both the throat and stomach have developed a tough lining to protect them from injury due to bamboo splinters. 
The panda’s forepaws are very flexible. They have a large wrist bone that works similarly to an opposable thumb. This allows the panda to manipulate the bamboo leaves and stems with great precision. Their hind feet do not have a heel pad, as you would find in the other bear species. 
Their fur is basically white with black patches on their eyes, ears, legs, feet, chest and shoulders. In their natural environment, this coloration provides camouflage. It is also believed that this coloration serves as a warning to other pandas to stay away because they are very solitary animals. The panda coat is thick and coarse. The outer layer is very coarse and oily to the touch. The inner layer is very dense and wooly. The coat is designed to protect the animals in the cool and damp climate. 
Grizzly Bears
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Vital Statistics

The size and weight of the brown is variable depending on the availability of food and climactic conditions. Adults stand about 3 ½ feet tall when on all fours and are about 6 ½ to 7 feet long. Their weight is highly variable. The typical range is from 330 to 825 pounds. Males may weigh up to two times as much as females. The lifespan of brown bears in the wild can be 25 years or more. 

Physical Characteristics

The body of the brown bear is stout and very muscular. They have a big head, short tail, small rounded ears and a hind foot with five toes. They can be very quick when they need to be reaching speeds of 35 miles per hour for short distances. The brown bear has long, strong and slightly curved front claws. They are typically 1 ¾ times larger than the rear claws at 3 to 4 ¾ inches. The bears use their claws not so much for climbing as for digging for food. These bears are covered with heavy shaggy fur ranging in color from black, cinnamon, blond or a mixture of these. 

